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The House having under consideration the Presidents message, as in Committee of the Whole on the state of the
Union Mr. Delano said: Mr. Speaker: | propose to examine the following quesffon: what is the political condition
of the States lately in rebellion? Fonr years and more of war has produced great changes in the social condition
of the insurrectionary States, and has materially affected the political relations heretofore existing between
them and other States of the Union. These mighty changes cast ujon us the momentous question which |
propose to consider. The importance of this question has never been equaled by any subject presented to an
American Congress since the formation of our Government. In my opinion, upon its proper solution depends
not only the peace and prosperity, but the existence of our country. Differences of opinion in regard to the
condition of these States and as to the bestmanner of restoring them to their normal condition in the Union,
must be expected. These differences are not merely natural, but necessary. Our forefathers in forming this
Government, and in framing the great fundamental law for its control, encountered like differences of
sentiment hi regard to the great organic law which they had undertaken to make; but with a proper respect for
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accomplished itharmoniously. Let a like spirit animate this Congress. Let a proper apjireciation for honest
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