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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1882 Excerpt: . | am sure | am not at all frightened, so you are mistaken for once in your
opinion of country girls. Then you should not act as if you were, retorted Julia. Come along with me, and look
at those muslins, if you are not afraid. Ellen hesitated, and felt unwilling to go, but the fear of Julia s ridicule
overcame her better judgment, and she followed her downstairs. The girls entered the front room, which was
reserved for the reception of customers, and where were displayed sundry patterns, trimmings, and dress
materials. On the chintz-covered sofa lay several pieces of delicate muslin, whose beauty called forth strong
expressions of admiration from Julia as she bent down to examine them, holding the candle so dangerously
close as to excite Ellen s fears. Do be careful how you hold, that candle, Julia! she exclajmed, But Julia seemed
desirous to frighten Ellen as much as possible, for the only effect of her remonstrance was that the candle was-
held more carelessly than before. Julia was holding it thus, when they were suddenly startled by Miss Mansfield s
loud knock at the door. Both jumped at the sound, and in her fright the candle fell from Julia s hand on to the
heap of muslins. Instantly the gauzy material took fire, and the flame rapidly mounting, caught Ellen s apron,
and in a moment she was in flames. Oh, Julia! help me! help me! she screamed in her terror....
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