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voyage to the cape: crossing the line September and October,
1899 Admiralty Orders were received early in September that the
ship would probably leave England about the middle of the
month for the China Station, to proceed there by the Suez Canal
route. The distribution of the British Fleet is, of course, mainly
governed by considerations of foreign policy, therefore the
Admiralty, in disposing of ships, act mainly on this principle. It
was just at this period that the political situation in South Africa
was becoming acute in consequence of the apparently hostile
attitude of the Transvaal and Orange Free State Republics
towards Great Britain. To mention briefly here that the tone of
the recently published despatches from both republics was
producing an uneasy feeling in the country, and that war, even
now at this juncture, appeared almost inevitable as the solution
of...
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