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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Recent Congresses have considered numerous policy topics that involve
wetlands. Many reflect issues of long-standing interest, such as applying federal regulations on private lands,
wetland loss rates, and restoration and creation accomplishments. The issue receiving the greatest attention
recently has been determining which wetlands should be included and excluded from requirements of the Clean
Water Act (CWA), especially the Section 404 permit program that regulates waste discharges affecting wetlands,
which is administered by the Army Corps of Engineers and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). As a
result of Supreme Court rulings in 2001and 2006 that narrowed federal regulatory jurisdiction over certain
isolated wetlands, the jurisdictional reach of the permit program has also been narrowed. In response,
legislation intended to reverse the Court s rulings in these cases has been introduced in Congress but not
enacted. In March 2014, EPA and the Army Corps proposed a rule to define the scope of waters protected by the
CWA. According to the agencies, the proposed rule would revise the existing administrative definition of waters
of the United States consistent with the Supreme Court s rulings and consistent with science concerning the
interconnectedness of tributaries, wetlands, and other waters and the effects of these connections on the
chemical, physical, and biological integrity of downstream waters. The proposal, which could be finalized in
2015, is controversial with groups who contend that it would vastly increase federal assertion of jurisdiction that
triggers CWA regulatory requirements. Wetland protection efforts continue to engender controversy over issues
of science and policy. Topics include the rate and pattern of loss, whether all wetlands should be protected in a
single fashion, the effectiveness of the current suite of laws...
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