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indexed. Not illustrated. 1884 Excerpt: .and Weak. The Syntax of the Comparative Adjective offers a fine
illustration of this principle, for as it is in its nature a definite adjective, so it is employed only in the Weak
declension. The Ordinal Numerals exemplify the same principle, being highly definite in thought, and Weak in
form. Comparison. The particle of Comparison answering to our than is Jonne; Hwset is ftilre onne meox; and
swa oeah, gif bu his wel notast, hwset biS wsestmbserre P What is fouler than dung? and yet, if thou makes t
good use of it, what is more fruitful? ponne applies only to Uneven Comparison, that is, where one side of the
Comparison is in excess or defect of the other. In Even Comparison the formula is swa. swa: --Nan gereord is
swa healic swa Ebreisc No language is so elevated as Hebrew. Another sort of Comparison, which may be called
the Comparison of Double Ratio, is expressed by a repeated swa with a pair of Comparatives: --And swa near
ende Jrissere worulde swa mare ehtnys bses deofles And the nearer (it is to the) end of the world, the more the
devil s ferocity. 5. Adverbs. Adverbs are formed from Adjectives, in the Positive by the termination-e; in the
Comparative and Superlative degrees the Strong Adjectives stand unaltered in-or and-ost. See examples above,
vii. 3. The genitival termination is much used as an adverbial inflection, and it survives in modern English, in
that-f which often closes our...
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