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illustrated. 1875 edition. Excerpt: . . . charge me with undervaluing early education. It is a great thiug for the
child from the first to breathe a literary atmosphere, and in rare instances the crowding I have spoken of makes
real prodigies of learning, of which John Stuart Mill was an example-- a fine example, some would say; a sad
warning, I should suggest. Iu all the early years, say to the age of 14, the studies should be light--just enough to
keep the appetite for learning keen--while the physical system has no strain brought upon it by over-
confinement or hard mental labor. In these early years, the simple studies of spelling and reading and the
simple forms of mathematics, in which the large majority of students who apply for admission to college are
wofully deficient, should occupy the chief attention as studies in the class-room. The outlines of geography and
history should be so fully given that the reading of the newspaper shall be intelligent work, because the scholar
knows where events transpire; and such training iu natural history should be secured that the senses may be on
the alert for every new form and phenomenon iu the natural world. By those who have the opportunity, French
or German might be learned orally, without the details of grammar. If this is done, with uo more labor than is
oIen wasted in teaching grammar and some parts of mathematics, when the scholar is utterly unprepared for
the work; if this is...
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