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healthy lungs may be more significant for individuals with preexisting lung disease. Certainly effects that could
be incapacitating and could interfere with normal activity ( e. g. asthma attacks ) should be considered
adverse. However, perceptions of what is a medically significant health effect will vary greatly among
physicians and patients. Are there any subpopulations that are particularly susceptible to ozones ill effects In
response to the Clean Air Acts mandate that EPA set air quality standards for pollutants, allowing an adequate
margin of safety. . . to protect the public health, the EPA has sought to identify those subpopulations, if any,
that are shown to be more sensitive to ozone exposure than the general population. Two major groups have
been identified by EPA as being potentially at increased risk of developing adverse health effects from exposure
to ozone: 1) a subgroup of the general population with preexisting disease ( e. g., asthma, chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease ); and 2 ) those individuals who exercise or work outdoors. 13 The first group is of concern
because their already compromised respiratory systems may be at greater risk than individuals without
preexisting disease exposed to the same ozone dose. The second group is at risk because by exercising or
working in an outdoor environment, they are increasing the dose of ozone to their lungs. To date, neither of
these groups as a whole has been clearly shown to be more sensitive to ozone than the rest of the population,
although some...
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