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Sophia Perennis et Universalis, United States, 2010. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 226 x 152 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****Is free will a reality, or is it just a popular belief which
science has discredited? This is an issue which many people regard with mixed feelings. We nearly always think
the will is free to create actions all of its own in cases where someone else is in the wrong. But when we are in
the wrong it is all too easy to believe in things which conflict with such freedom or even exclude it. On the other
hand, our own beliefs appear to us to be spontaneous, whereas beliefs which we reject seem to demand
explanation by natural causes. Whether the will is free or not, it can have uncomfortable consequences in either
case, but in this book these alternatives are not regarded as evenly balanced. The author is guided by a
conviction that a denial of free will must mean a denial of the intelligence needed for this purpose. He
concludes that the possibility of knowing the will to be free is a genuine one, while knowing that it is not free
leads to unwelcome paradoxes: who or what pulls our strings to produce this effect? If we can answer that,
what caused our answer?No attempt is made to minimize the impact of natural causes on everyone, but we are
given an idea of the self which contains some realities not directly subject to nature: the ancient idea of man as
a microcosm of all realities is made use of. The essence of consciousness is in a sense above nature, and this is
taken to be the basis on which the free will can be developed so far that it can dominate...
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