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illustrated. 1890 Excerpt: . . . a low twisted spire. Its W. front has a great portal, surrounded with the singular
half-moon ornament which encircles many church doors in this district, and surmounted by a tower between
two pyramidal romanesque tourelles. On the S. is another splendid portal, much injured by time. In the interior,
the nave, divided into five bays, has low side aisles with simple vaultings; whilst of the five prmcipal compart
CHURCH OF LA SOUTERRAlNE. ments, the first, under the tower, has a cupola, the second is vaulted, the three
last are ribbed and are accompanied by a little clerestory. At the cross is a second cupola. The wall of the apse
is straight. Under the choir is the crypt which has given the town a name. There is an unusual number of old
houses of the xn. c. , X1n. c. , and x1v. c. in La Souterraine, with heavy arcaded porticoes, windows sculptured
with delicate low reliefs of the renaissance, or gothic doorways. In the cemetery--a beautiful garden open to all
the world--are many ancient tombs and a lantern des marts, transferred from an earlier burial-ground. Hence
we look across the rich valley to the great cylindrical tower of Le Bridier, of the x1v. c. or xv. c. , near which are
considerable remains of the Gaulish fortress of Breth, on a site which aJerwards became known as the Roman
station of Praetorium. Hard by are two enormous sepulchral tumuli, surrounded by a ditch, and with a...
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